Advanced Conventions/Reading 1
The Outsiders  by S.E. Hinton 

Independent Reading and Writing Assignment

The first novel we will read in English I Honors will be The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton.  I’ve chosen the novel because it is a high-interest, easy read which offers an excellent opportunity for analysis and reflection. Many of you have probably already read the novel, which is good; a second reading will allow you to look beyond Hinton’s plot and begin making analytical observations of her style, which is the primary purpose for our reading of the novel at this time.  

ASSIGNMENT:  

Part One:  Read the entire novel by the beginning of class on Tuesday, Sept. 2.  

  
     There will be a brief reading comprehension quiz on Tuesday.


Part Two:  As you read pay particular attention to the writer’s STYLE.  In other words, I 

want you to be especially aware of HOW the writer is creating her novel.  Look for places when you can visualize the young, 17-year old Ms. Hinton physically writing the first draft of the novel into a notebook.  

Assignment:  

Choose 2 passages (50-100 words) from the novel to analyze—one passage is an example of Hinton’s brilliant success as a writer and the other is an example of a place where Hinton’s purpose was not effectively met. Write out each passage.  For each example, write a passage analysis that discusses all three of these required elements:


-identify the writer’s purpose in the passage;


-explain the strategies, devices, and techniques the writer uses to 

  accomplish his purpose;


-evaluate why the writer was effective in achieving his purpose. 

In passage analysis it is crucial that specific examples from the passage be included.  Those examples must be introduced and explained. 

--In terms of structure, for this assignment you are the boss.  Some students may choose to choose to make the assignment two separate writings: one analysis of a passage which is viewed as effective and a second analysis of a passage you consider less effective.  Other students may synthesize the two tasks into one more unified essay that would be a sort of compare/contrast writing.  Whichever you choose, please note that generally speaking the assignment is not successfully accomplished in less than four paragraph or less than two pages.  

Assignment Details: 

A. A writer’s purpose in a passage may involve one or more of the following:


-develop character

-reveal conflict


-convey tone


-establish setting

-create atmosphere

-explain motive


-build suspense


-express theme


-provide background
B.  A writer may use a variety of writing strategies, techniques, and devices to 

accomplish purpose in a passage:


-figurative language—metaphor, simile, personification, symbolism


-descriptive detail—colors, textures, adjectives, adverbs


-dialogue


-diction: connotations (positive or negative), slang, jargon, elevated language, informal 

language, simple words, abstraction…

Think about these elements of the writing:

-DICTION:  the kind of words the writer uses



--are the words appropriate to the context of the novel?

--is the language concrete or abstract?



--are the words easy to understand or difficult?  Why?



--do the words have strong connotations? Negative or Postive?



--does the writer employ slang or formal diction? Why?


--dialogue? Is it believable/credible


-SYNTAX:  the kind of sentence structure used by the writer



--are the sentences simple and direct or complex?



--how does the writer use repetition or parallel structure for 

   emphasis?



--how is the novel punctuated, and what is the effect?



--how does the writer use dialogue to support her purpose?



--does that dialogue “feel” genuine?



--do the sentences fit the narrator (a 14-year old gangster)?
-FIGURATIVE LANGAUGE/FIGURES OF SPEECH: the writer’s use of     

              literary techniques and devices to describe and create effect





--are there interesting images or patterns of imagery? Why?





--does the author create analogies, like similes and metaphors? 

   Why?





--does the writer use personification or irony? Why?





--is there deliberate hyperbole or understatement?  Why?





--are there symbols the writer employs which point to deeper 

   themes?



-TONE: the attitude of the writer or speaker

--how does the writer create memorable descriptive passages       

  and characters?





--how does the writer create mood or atmosphere?





--how does the writer move the plot along and create suspense?




-RHETORICAL APPEALS: the way the writer connects with the reader





--appeal to emotion (pathos)





--appeal to logic (logos)





--appeal to morality and credibility (ethos)

C. A writer’s effectiveness is directly connected to the strategies, techniques, and 

devices he or she uses.  In passage analysis it is crucial that specific examples from the passage be included.  Those examples must be introduced and explained. 
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Writing Assignment 1: 


STILL LOST?  DO THIS:  

A. Select one passage (50-150 words) from the novel where you thought Hinton’s writing was especially effective.  Be careful here not to focus just on plot; i.e. do not just focus on the action—what is happening in the story.  Look for a place where you were especially impressed with the way Hinton put the words onto the paper. Think about Hinton’s purpose in that passage and how she went about accomplishing that purpose.

B. Select another passage (50-150 words) from the novel where you thought the writing was ineffective.  Again, be careful not to look just at the events of plot or the actions of the characters.  Look at what the writer was attempting to do (her purpose) and then consider why her writing was ineffective or needed improvement.  Remember this wonderful novel was written by a very young writer and shows some immaturity.  If you’re struggling, look at Hinton’s use of dialogue as one possible weakness.   

C. Type out both passages from the novel on your computer, then write 2-3 pages explaining why each passage was effective or ineffective in achieving her purpose.  In your writing consider the features of style and discuss specific details from the passage.  You are required to make frequent and direct reference to specific examples from the passages you have chosen to analyze.
Please Note: This is not an essay which asks you to summarize the plot or explain the theme of the novel; nor is this an essay in which you are asked whether you liked or disliked the novel.  This is an assignment which asks you to analyze just 2 passages and explain what the writer was attempting to do, how she attempted to do it, and whether she was effective.    

All essays will be typed, no larger than 12 pt., doubled spaced, and, on page one, include your name, the name of the course, the name of the instructor, the date, and the essay title using the following form:
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Analysis of Two Passages from S.E. Hinton’s The Outsiders

